
A story with love that conquers all...a pair of young sweethearts everyone can 

root for...many modern concerns around consent, sexual equality, and the 

pursuit of happiness... 

These are just a few of the insights about the new four-part miniseries created to reimagine The History 

of Tom Jones, a Foundling, the classic novel by Henry Fielding that is being presented by Masterpiece. 

The story is set in England in the 18th century. Solly McLeod stars as the hero, Tom, and Sophie Wilde 

plays the lead heroine, Sophia Western. 

Tom is a vigorous, yet honest and kind-hearted youth. He is closer friends with the servants and 

gamekeeper, Black George, than with members of the gentry. His fi rst young love is a local beauty named 

Molly, who is George’s daughter. She starts dating Tom, who gets her pregnant. When he fi nds out that 

Molly is also seeing other men, he falls in love with Sophia Western. Tom’s status as the son of an unwed 

mother causes Sophia’s family to disapprove of their relationship. 

When wealthy Squire Allworthy falls ill, he is convinced that he is dying and 

disposes of his wealth, giving a large amount to Tom, which displeases Master 

Blifi l. Blifi l tells Allworthy that on the day he almost died Tom was out drinking 

and celebrating his coming death, which leads to Tom being banished.

Tom begins his adventures across Britain, ending up in London. Tom 

fi nally tells Sophia that he truly loves her and no one else. Tom and Sophia 

are challenged to overcome enormous obstacles before getting together. 

After Tom’s true parentage is revealed, he and Sophia marry, and in the 

upcoming years Sophia bears Tom a son and a daughter.

Director Georgia Parris commented, “This new production of Tom 

Jones is an escapist romp into the sights, sounds, and textures of 

18th-century England.” 

Executive Producer Susanne Simpson summed it up: “Tom 

Jones is one of the most joyful, big-hearted romances ever 

written. We’re delighted to add it to the long list of Masterpiece

classic adaptations.”

Airs  Sunday, April 30, at 8 p.m.

New 4-part miniseries with a masterful script & outstanding cast...
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M A R I E  A N T O I N E T T E
S E A S O N  P R E M I E R E  O F  A N  8 - P A R T  S E R I E S

Marie Antoinette
is a fascinating eight-
episode historical drama 
that chronicles the life of Marie 
Antoinette, who was the last queen of France 
before the French Revolution. The series features 
superb acting and exquisite period costumes.

The story begins as 14-year-old, Austrian-born 
Marie Antoinette, played by Emilia Schüle, is sent 
to France by her ambitious mother in order to 
cement peace between the two countries. Marie 
Antoinette was expected to marry the 15-year-old 
Louis-Auguste, the future King Louis XVI, and 
provide him with an heir. She learns that she 
faces tremendous challenges and must fi ght to 
do things her own way and stay alive. 

She discovers that the Dauphin is ill-mannered 
and odd. When Louis refuses to share his bed 
with her, Marie Antoinette realizes that producing 
an heir is going to be diffi cult.

  The royal family 
spends a holiday in 

Fontainebleau where Marie 
Antoinette learns that Provence could 

provide an heir to the throne before she and 
Louis have a child, which leads to increasing 
hostility between Marie Antoinette and her 
husband. When Louis and Marie Antoinette 
succeed to the throne, she is determined to 
launch her reign as Queen of France. The 
royal marriage is struggling, yet the Queen 
fi nally becomes pregnant, and her time is 
fi lled with preparing for and taking care of the 
baby. She is enjoying life at the Petit Trianon, 
her cháteau in Versailles, while Louis throws 
himself into supporting the American War of 
Independence. It’s a rich historical period to 
recreate, and there’s lots of intrigue as the 
narrative unfolds. 

Airs  Sunday, March 19, at 9 p.m.
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One planet; seven years. A story just 

beginning to be written about one of the most 

visionary and technologically challenging 

undertakings ever to be attempted.

This colossal project is documenting how 

some of the Earth’s most vulnerable habitats 

and the animals that live there will adapt to 

survive changing conditions over time. 

We are at a pivotal place in history, and time 

is running out to prevent the irreversible effects 

of climate change. Researchers have begun a 

seven-year project — an environmental health 

check of six of the globe’s bellwether biomes. 

This is a way of monitoring our changing world, 

with each of the six ecosystems representing a 

unique dynamic occurring across the planet.

You’ll meet M. Sanjayan, PhD, a conservation 

scientist and CEO of Conservation International. 

He will discuss the parameters of the project, 

what researchers alongside native people are 

discovering, and further questions for which 

they hope to fi nd answers. From the Arctic 

to the Amazon, these habitats are revealing 

surprising animal behaviors as species adapt. 

On M. Sanjayan’s journey, he meets inspiring 

scientists and communities working to bring 

about positive outcomes. 

Airs  Wednesday, April 19, at 8 p.m.

CHANGING 
PLANET II

KLRN - Public Television
501 Broadway

San Antonio, TX 78215
210-270-9000

Questions?
membership@klrn.org

2   Insider News Words from the President…

  Dear Friends,

This March, we refl ect on the signifi cant contributions women have made to our community, 

this nation, and the world. Stay tuned for several programs highlighting the accomplishments 

of some incredible women, like biophysicist Mária Telkes. Call the Midwife fans can rejoice— 

season 12 premieres this month. We’ll also debut our newest drama, examining the life of Marie 

Antoinette. On the local side, we’ll bring back season 2 of ¡Salud!.

As we kick off our spring membership drive, please know how grateful we are to YOU for 

supporting programs that encourage lifelong learning!

Happy viewing,

 Arthur R. Emerson
President  and CEO



Masterpiece has announced that Sanditon

will return for a third season, however, sadly 

for its countless fans, this season will be 

its last. 

Viewers will be greeted by returning 

characters Charlotte Heywood (Rose Williams), 

Georgiana Lambe (Crystal Clarke), Alexander 

Colbourne (Ben Lloyd-Hughes), Tom Parker 

(Kris Marshall), Mary Parker (Kate Ashfi eld), 

Lady Denham (Anne Reid), and many other 

beloved residents of the seaside resort town. 

Several new characters will bring drama, 

laughter, and romance along with them. Lady 

Montrose, who is played by Emma Fielding, 

is the quintessential Austen mother. She 

arrives in Sanditon with one objective — to 

fi nd matches for her children Lydia and Henry. 

Lydia (Alice Orr-Ewing) is not as eager for a 

match, and Lord Henry Montrose (Edward 

Davis) is charismatic, but he holds a secret. 

Inspired by Jane Austen’s fi nal unfi nished 

novel, the show was adapted and created by 

award-winning screenwriter Andrew Davies. 

Since Austen fi nished only 11 chapters, 

Justin Young took the helm as lead writer and 

executive producer for seasons 2 and 3.

Airs  Sunday, 
March 19, 
at 8 p.m.

Call the Midwife begins season 12 with 

many of your favorite actors reprising 

their roles. 

Helen George continues in her role as nurse 

Trixie Franklin. It’s a big year for Trixie. There 

is a lot going on, in both her personal and 

medical life. She is fi ghting for social justice 

and trying to get Matthew (Olly Rix) to fi ght 

for reform as well. Trixie is very concerned 

about the housing situation. As older buildings 

are being demolished, there’s not enough 

temporary housing. It’s a problem that 

Matthew can help tackle. As Trixie continues 

to spend time with Matthew, she falls more in 

love with him.

Sister Veronica, who is played by Rebecca 

Gethings, is a new addition to the cast. She 

is a fun-loving character who says she’s not 

worth anything unless she is making a change. 

Life in Poplar is returning to normal after 

the train crash at the end of season 11. 

There are a lot of pregnancies to keep the 

midwives busy.

The new season will also chronicle medical 

advances of the time and how the culture was 

evolving. “We are looking at some very strong 

stories about the way society was changing 

at that time,” summed up series creator and 

screenwriter Heidi Thomas.  

Airs  Sunday, March 19, at 7 p.m.

Season 3
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THE SUN 

QUEEN

Many people are intrigued by the sun’s 

mystique and its ability to provide light and 

heat to the Earth from more than 90 million 

miles away. They may read books or take 

a class; however, there are scientists like 

Mária Telkes who devote their entire lives to 

working on solar energy technologies.

American Experience is presenting 

The Sun Queen. It focuses on the work and 

inventions of biophysicist Mária Telkes. For 

nearly 50 years, she applied her intellect to 

“harnessing the sun’s power” and creating 

practical uses for solar energy. 

During World War II, she developed a 

solar distillation device that saved the lives 

of downed airmen and torpedoed sailors. 

She designed the fi rst successful solar-

powered house in 1949 and held more than 

20 patents. Nicknamed The Sun Queen by 

her colleagues, she made a lasting impact in 

the fi eld of solar technologies. 

“It is the things supposed to be impossible 

that interest me. I like to do things that they 

say cannot be done,” she said.

Airs  Tuesday, April 4, at 8 p.m.AiAirsr uesday,y, AAprp , at 8 p.mm..
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CALL THE MIDWIFE
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4 Insider News

Viewer Comments

“Thanks to KLRN for making our 

community a better place!” 

– Helen H., KLRN Member

“I love KLRN. I wish to be a contributor 

to this most valuable programming 

station, which promotes a wealth of 

education to our youth, not to mention 

its adult audience. The vast array 

of cultural and beautiful fi lms KLRN 

features takes its audience to places 

around the world, which allows them 

unique experiences.” 

– Mary Jane B., KLRN Member

NOVA: What It Will Take to Achieve U.S. Climate Goals
Solving our climate crisis might be the greatest challenge humanity has ever faced — but 

can we stop it before it’s too late?

NOVA’s new program Chasing Carbon Zero examines the science behind the technological 

innovations aimed toward achieving net zero carbon emissions. The United States recently set 

ambitious climate change goals: slashing carbon emissions in half by 2030 and achieving net 

zero by 2050. 

Scientists, researchers, and citizens are planning and implementing the key steps toward 

net zero. Many scientists believe that we can achieve carbon zero in time to avoid the worst 

impacts of climate change. Tune in to NOVA to learn why there is still hope that we can still 

achieve carbon zero.  

Airs  Wednesday, April 26, at 8 p.m.
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KLRN’s mission is to open 

a world of lifelong learning 

through trustworthy and 

enriching programs on-air, 

online, and in our community.
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